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The genus Sibon Fitzinger, 1826 belongs to the family Colubridae i
(Pyron et al., 2013; Zheng & Wiens, 2016; Uetz et al., 2021). They
are generally small to moderately sized terrestrial-arboreal o[ *% g
snakes with a Neotropical distribution which extends from
central Mexico through Central America to northern and ™
central South America in Colombia, Venezuela, French Guiana,
Ecuador, Brazil and Peru (Peters, 1960; Peters & Orejas-Miranda,
1970; Wallach, 1995; Savage, 2002; Kohler et al., 2010; Arteaga
et al., 2018). Sibon is currently comprised of 18 species which
are placed in three well-defined groups: annulatus, argus, and
nebulatus (Peters, 1960; Kofron, 1990).
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Three species of Sibon are currently known in Colombia:
S. nebulatus (Linnaeus, 1758), distributed in the three Andean
mountain ranges, the valley of the Cauca and Magdalena rivers,
the Caribe region, Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta, and the
Amazonbasin, from 0-2630 m above sealevel (Peters, 1960; Pérez-
Santos & Moreno, 1988); S. annulatus (Giinther, 1872), distributed
in the Choc6-Magdalena region and the western slopes of the
Cordillera Oriental between 320-1500 m (Moreno-Arias, 2010;
Meneses-Pelayo et al., 2016, 2018); and Sibon ayerbeorum Vera-
Pérez, 2019, endemic to Colombia which was recently described
from La Playa and La Cueva sites in Parque Nacional Natural
Munchique, municipality of El Tambo, department of Cauca RN SR W i
between 1135-1400 m (Vera-Pérez, 2019). T W W
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Figura 1. Distribucion geagréfica de Sibon ayerbeorum. Estrella roja: localidad tipo.
Here we expand the geographical distribution of Sibom  Cuadrado rojo: nuevo registro (UTCH: COLZOOCH-H 1173). Datum WGS 84.
ayerbeorum in Colombia, based on a single specimen deposited Figure 1. Geographic distribution of Sibon ayerbeorum. Red star: type locality. Red
at the herpetological collection of the Universidad Tecnoldgica  square: New record (UTCH: COLZOOCH-H 1173). Datum WGS 8.
del Chocé. We found one specimen of genus Sibon from the
Coleccién Cientifica de Referencia Zoolégica del Chocd- Luis Cérdoba” (UTCH: COLZOOCH-H 1173), whose taxonomic
Herpetologia de la Universidad Tecnoldgica del Choc6 “Diego  determination has been in doubt for several years. We made

REVISTA LATINOAMERICANA DE HERPETOLOGIA Vol.04 No.0T/ Mayo 2021 -20-



comparisons with other Sibon species by using the available
literature on the genus: Peters (1960), Kofron (1990), Savage
& McDiarmid (1992), Solérzano (2001), Savage (2002), Frazier
et al. (2006), Lewis et al. (2010) and Vera-Pérez, (2019). Scale
nomenclature and dorsolateral coloration patterns follow Peters
(1960, 1964), Savage (2002) and McCranie (2006, 2007).

Scale counts such as ventral and subcaudal follow Dowling
(1951), the counts were done using a stereoscope. Measurements
of snout—vent length (SVL) and tail length (TL) were taken with
a flexible ruler. Sex was determined by the presence or absence
of hemipenes.

New Record (Fig. 1). Colombia, department of Chocd,
municipality of Unién Panamericana, vereda Salero, Parcela
Permanente de Investigacién Bioldgica (5.360°N, 76.646°W, 96
m); June 19 2005; collected by Anilio Castro Pérez. 1 adult female.
UTCH-COLZOOCH-H 1173.

Identification. An adult female, this specimen corresponds
for the most part with the description of Vera-Pérez (2019) (Table
1). It has dorsal scale rows without enlarged vertebral row; non-
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protuberant eyes; first pair of infralabials in contact posterior
to symphysial; the counts of dorsal scale rows, preocular,
postocular, anterior and posterior temporal, and postmental
are within the limits described for S. ayerbeorum (Table 1). Some
scale counts are different from those described for the type
series (Table 1), it has more ventral scales, however within range
if you consider the male count; only one more subcaudal scale;
and this has more supralabials and infralabials scales. With this
new data, we can confirm that the species has slightly more
morphological variation than previously reported.

Specimen body coloration pattern with smoke gray backing
composed by sienna irregular middorsal and ventrolateral dark-
bordered ocelli, back scales dotted with dark ocelli, anterior
portion of the body and upper surface of head colored mainly
with the ocelli border dark brown color. Ventral coloration is
dark with light spots in each ventral scale. The dorsal reddish
spots reach the ventral areas interspersed laterally with the clear
spots; the iris is golden with dark reticulations.

Sibon ayerbeorum (Fig. 2) was described based on four
specimens obtained in the western slopes of the Cordillera

Figura 2. Espécimen UTCH: COLZOOCH-H 1173 de Sibon ayerbearum. Cabeza: a (vista lateral), b (vista dorsal), ¢ (vista ventral). Individuo en vivo: d (vista dorsal), e (vista ventral).
Figure 2. Specimen UTCH: COLZOOCH-H 1173 of Sibon ayerbeorum. Head: a (lateral view), b (dorsal view), c (ventral view). Live individual: d (dorsal view), e (ventral view).
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Tabla 1. Caracteristicas comparadas Sibon spp (inicamente hembras). Referencias: Este estudio!, Vera-Pérez (2019F, Lewis et al. (2006F, McCraine (2006)' Lotzkat et al. (2012F, Lewis et
al. (2013F, Peters (1960), Savage & McDiarmid (1992F, Frazier et al. (2006), Savage (2002)°.
Table 1. Comparative characteristics of Sibon spp (females only). References: This study', Vera-Pérez (2019, Lewis et al. (2006, McCraine (2006, Lotzkat et al. (2012), Lewis et al. (2013,
Peters (1960, Savage & McDiarmid (1992), Frazier et al. (2006, Savage (2002)".

(UTCH: Sibon
Characters COLZOOCH-H ayerbeorum
n73) ()" (?)*
Total max. (mm) 357 417
SVL max. (mm) 255 293
TL max. (mm) 102 124
Ventral scales 148 136-140
Subcaudal 80 78-79
15-15-15,
Dorsal rows 15/15/15 15-17-15
Preocular Absent Absent
Postocular 2-3 2-3
Anterior temporal 2 1-2
Posterior temporal 2 2-3
Supralabial (quralablal in contact 7(4-5) 6 (3-4, 3-5)
with eye)
Infralabial 7 6
Ist infralabials behind mental In contact CETEL7I
contact
Postmental 0 0
Dorsolateral coloration pattern Ocellated Ocellated
. Golden rod
Eyes calor Golden with dark with dark

reticulations ) :
reticulations

S. annulatus  S. longifrenis  Sibon nebulatus  Sibon argus
(Q) 2,3, 4,510 (Q) 2,6,10 (9)7 8,9,10 (9)7,8,9,10

576 b4 1013 690

362 - 779 -

214 = 234 -
161-186 147-168 161-193 182-192
107-124 95-106 64-100 95-108
15/15/15 15-15-15 15-15-15 15-15-15

Usually, absent  Usually, absent  Usually, absent Absent

0-2 1-3 1-4 2-3

1-2 1-2 1 1-2

1-3 1-3 01-Feb 2-3

6-9(5-6,6-7)  7-9(4-6,5-7) 5-9 (4-5) 7-9 (4-7)

6-10 6-9 6-10 7-12

Separated Separated In contact Separated
1-2 0-1 0 0
Banded Ocellated Banded Ocellated
Green-grey Spotted grey or
Red or dark or olive green  gray, speckled Greenish ara
reddish brown  speckled with with dark gray
dark pigment pigment

Occidental, municipality of El Tambo, department of Cauca
(Vera-Pérez 2019). The present record constitutes the fifth known
specimen of the species, the first from the department of Chocd,
and the third locality in Colombia. Its geographical distribution
is extended northwards in around 288 km, also extending its
occurrence between the Andean humid premontane forests to
the tropical rainforest, and an altitudinal variation of 1039 m
above sealevel, which represents alarger use of different habitats
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and altitudinal distribution compared than those reported by
Vera-Pérez (2019).

Unlike the type series, this specimen was obtained in the
rainforests of the Chocé Biogeographic plateau and increases
the number of snake species registered for the department of
Chocé; however, further exploration of the lowlands west of
Cordillera Occidental could potentially extend the distribution
of the species as suggested by Vera-Pérez (2019).
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Sibon ayerbeorum is still poorly known and there is a large
gap in its distribution, autecology, habitat preferences, and
population dynamics. Since its description is so recent, it has
not yet been assessed in any of the IUCN threat categories,
however, we propose it being listed as Data Deficient according
to the IUCN guidelines as recommended by Vera-Pérez (2019).
Potential threats to this species include habitat fragmentation
or loss and illegal mining (Macuacé-Otero & Cortés-Landazury,
2013; Ayala-Mosquera et al., 2019), human activities that are
increasing in areas where the species can be distributed.
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