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Plectrohyla glandulosa is an endangered species of stream-
breeding frog, previously reported only from well-preserved fir
forest, pine-cypress forest, and montane grasslands (Acevedo
& Smith, 2004). This species is considered as a priority for
conservation efforts because of its medium vulnerability and
distribution restricted to a single physiographic region (Mata-
Silva et al., 2019). This species is known only from the Sierra de
los Cuchumatanes and the central and southern highlands of
Guatemala at a range of 2400-3500 m elevation (Wilson et al.,
2010). Herein, we present the first record in more than 30 years
for this species from the lagoon of Chicabal volcano, an historical
breeding site for this species in Guatemalan highlands. The
photographic vouchers of the specimen were deposited at
the Digital Collection of the University of Texas at Arlington
(UTADC). Jonathan Campbell did the taxonomic verification of
the specimen.

On 17 August 2018, at 2000h, an adult P. glandulosa (UTADC
9630 a; Fig. 1A) was found approximately 1 m above the ground,
inabranch of a standing dead tree located in the tourist trail that
surrounds the south western margins of the lagoon located in the
crater of Chicabal volcano (Fig. 1B), San Martin Sacatepéquez,
Quetzaltenango, Guatemala (14.78584°N, 91.65672°W, WGS
84, 2700 m elev.). This site is more than 3 km from the nearest
stream.

The last specimens seen on the lagoon margins were recorded
in 1976 by Theodore Papenfuss (CAS: HERP: 143025). Exotic carp
(Cyprinus carpio) were introduced in the Chicabal lagoon in the
1980s and they probably have decimated anuran populations
at the site, as they are known to cause such effects in other
anuran populations (Kloskowski, 2011). Chicabal lagoon is
now part of the Chicabal volcano protected area (Fig. 2) in the
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Figura 1. Plectrohyla glandulosa encontrada el 17 de Agosto 2018 (A) en los margenes
de la laguna ubicada en el crater del volcan Chicabal (B) a una elevacion de 2700 m,
Quetzaltenango, Guatemala. Fotos: D. Nufiez-Rables.

Figure 1. Plectrohyla glandulosa found on 17 August 2018 (A) in the margins of the lagoon
at the crater of Chicabal volcano (B) at 2700 m elevation, Quetzaltenango, Guatemala. Photo:
D. Nunez-Robles.
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Guatemalan highlands (Consejo Nacional de Areas Protegidas
2016). The site where the specimen was found is disturbed due to
tourism and traditional Mayan religious activities, representing
a confirmation that the species can survive in moderately
disturbed habitats.
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Figura 2. Mapa de la localidad de avistamiento de Plectrohyla glandulosa dentro del &rea protegida de volcan Chicabal, Quetzaltenango, Guatemala.

Figure 2. Map of the location of the sighting of Plectrohyla glandulosa within the Chicabal volcano protected area, Quetzaltenango, Guatemala.
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