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PREDATION ON A BRAZILIAN PYGMY GECKO, CHATOGEKKO AMAZONICUS
(SQUAMATA, SPHAERODACTYLIDAE), BY A WOLF-SPIDER, LYCOSA SP.

(ARANEAE, LYCOSIDAE)

PREDAGAO DE UM GECONIDED PIGMEU BRASILEIRO, CHATOGEKKO AMAZONICUS (SQUAMATA,
SPHAERODACTYLIDAE), POR UMA ARANHA-LOBO, LYCOSA SP. (ARANEAE, LYCOSIDAE)
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Resumo.— Descrevemos um evento de predagido de Chatogekko amazonicus (Sphaerodactylidae) pela aranha-lobo Lycosa sp.

(Lycosidae), observado em uma floresta amazénica no estado de Rondénia, norte do Brasil.

Palavras chave.— Predagdo, lagartixa, aranha-lobo, Brasil.

Abstract.— We describe a predation event on Chatogekko amazonicus (Sphaerodactylidae) by the wolf-spider Lycosa sp. (Lycosidae),
observed in an Amazonian rainforest in the state of Rondénia, northern Brazil.

Keywords.— Predation, gecko, wolf-spider, Brazil.

The predation of vertebrates by spiders is widely documented,
both on the webs or directly on the ground (Oliveira et al., 2017;
Reyes-Olivares et al., 2020), and the most commonly group
reported in the literature is anurans, followed by lizards (Nyffeler
& Altig, 2020; Valdez, 2020). The wolf-spiders of the genus
Lycosa are semi-fossorial, opportunistic predators that dig or
use empty holes to hide and wait for prey (Zyuzin, 1990). Reports
of these spider preying on lizards have previously been reported
(Cabrera-Guzman & Reynoso, 2007; Bocchiglieri & Mendonga,
2010; Maffei et al., 2010; Koski et al., 2013; Bressan et al., 2017;
Galdeano et al., 2017).

The Brazilian pygmy gecko, Chatogekko amazonicus
(Andersson, 1918), is a very small lizard species (males 22 mm,
females 24 mm SVL) belonging to the family Sphaerodactylidae,
which comprises the smallest lizards in Brazil (Gongalves et al.,
2012). The species is distributed in northern Brazil (Acre, Amapa,
Amazonas, Pard, Rondonia, Roraima), southern Venezuela,
Guyana, French Guiana and Surinam, and can be found in the
leaf litter of rainforests (Ribeiro Jinior, 2015). Here we report on

REVISTA LATINOAMERICANA DE HERPETOLOGIA Vol.04 No.0T/ Mayo 2021

an observation of an individual of C. amazonicus being preyed
upon by a wolf-spider, Lycosa sp.

The predation event was observed at the municipality of
Cacoal (11°25'27"S; 61°33°46”W), state of Ronddnia, northern
Brazil, on 17 March 2020 at 9h18min. We found an adult Lycosa
sp. feeding on an adult C. amazonicus in leaf litter, holding the
lizard's back with its chelicerae (Fig. 1). The observation lasted
about 3 minutes and the lizard remained immobile. Neither the
lizard nor the spider was collected.

To our knowledge, this is the first record of predation in
Chatogekko amazonicus by a wolf-spider, Lycosa sp. Predation
events such as this may reflect the generalist and opportunistic
feeding habits of Lycosa spp., as suggested by other studies.
Regarding predation of sphaerodactylid lizards by spiders, there
are records only of spiders of the family Ctenidae feeding on C.
amazonicus at the Amazon Forest (Hernidndez-Ruz et al., 2014)
and on Coleodactylus meridionalis at the Atlantic Forest (Almeida et
al., 2015; Oliveira et al., 2017). The present record contributes to
our understanding of the natural history of lizards and spiders.
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Figura 1. Chatogekko amazonicus adulto sendo atacado por uma aranha, Lycosa sp., Em uma floresta na municipio de Cacoal, estado de Randénia, norte do Brasil. Foto: Kurazo M. Okada

Aguiar

Figure 1. An adult Chatogekko amazonicus being preyed upon by a spider, Lycosa sp., in a forest in the municipality of Cacoal, state of Randénia, northern Brazil. Photo: Kurazo M. Okada

Aguiar.
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