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SALVADORA INTERMEDIA (SQUAMATA: COLUBRIDAE)
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NOTA DE DISTRIBUCIÓN
Arreortúa et al.- Salvadora intermedia, Asunción Nochixtlán, Oaxaca—e883— 37-39		            https://doi.org/10.22201/fc.25942158e.2024.1.883

over 2,500 m of altitude (Hernández-Jiménez et al., 2019). Whitin 
Oaxaca, there are five species of genus Salvadora (Mata-Silva et 
al., 2021): S. bairdi, S. gymnorhachis, S. intermedia, S. lemniscata, 
and S. mexicana. The Oaxacan patch-nosed snake, Salvadora 
intermedia, has only been recorded in three states of Mexico: 
Guerrero, Puebla, and Oaxaca. In Oaxaca, it is distributed in 

The genus Salvadora currently includes nine described species. 
Their range extends from the southwestern United States 
through Mexico to the Grijalva Depression of Chiapas and 
extreme western Guatemala (Heimes, 2016; Hernández-Jiménez 
et al., 2019). Species of Salvadora are medium-sized, diurnal 
snakes, inhabiting a variety of environments from sea level to 

Figura 1. Especimen de Salvadora intermedia, localidad Rancho San Francisco, municipio de Asunción Nochixtlán, Oaxaca (CNAR-RF 959).

Figure 1. Specimen of Salvadora intermedia , Locality of Rancho San Francisco, Municipality of Asunción Nochixtlán, Oaxaca (CNAR-RF 959). 
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with xerophytic vegetation interspersed with rainfed agriculture 
(INEGI, 2018) (Fig. 1). First municipality record in Asunción 
Nochixtlán (Fig. 2). The nearest vouchered records are 20 km to 
the northeast of Municipality of Santiago Apoala (Herpetological 
Collection, Benemérita Universidad Autónoma de Puebla 
[EBUAP] 1851) and 27 km east of Municipality of San Jerónimo 
Sosola (Museo de Zoologia, Facultad de Ciencias, Universidad 
Nacional Autónoma de México (MZFC 8577-1) (GBIF, 2023). The 
Oaxacan patch-nosed snake occurs from the Sierra Madre del 
Sur of Guerrero through the highlands of Oaxaca and adjacent 
southern Puebla (Heimes, 2016). This snake inhabits pine-oak 
forest, mesquite-grassland, and desert scrub, ranging at 500 
to 2700 m elevation (Heimes, 2016; GBIF, 2023). In the state of 
Oaxaca, S. intermedia has been recorded in four physiographic 
provinces (Mata-Silva et al., 2021): Fosa de Tehuacán, Montañas 

eight of the 12 physiographic regions, with no records in the 
Depresión del Balsas, Planicie Costera del Golfo, Montañas y 
Valles del Centro, and Depresión Ístmica de Tehuantepec (Mata-
Silva et al., 2021). It is considered as Least Concern by the IUCN 
(Canseco-Marquez et al., 2007) and under special protection 
(Pr) by Mexican laws NOM-059 (SEMARNAT, 2010). It mainly 
eats rodents, lizards, small snakes, and reptile eggs (Heimes, 
2016).  Here, we report the first record of S. intermedia in the 
Municipality of Asunción Nochixtlán in the state of Oaxaca, 
based on photographic evidence. 

México: Oaxaca: Municipality of Asunción Nochixtlán: Locality of 
Rancho San Francisco (17.456349° N, 97.207185° W; WGS 84; 2,134 
m a.s.l.). The individual reported here was found dead (CNAR-
RF 959) on November 19, 2023 in a rural area of the community 

Figura 2. Nuevo registro de Salvadora intermedia y los registros publicados (GBIF, 2023) más cercanos del estado de Oaxaca, México.

Figure 2. New record of Salvadora intermedia and nearest published records (GBIF, 2023) from the state of Oaxaca, Mexico. 
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y Valles del Occidente, Sierra Madre de Oaxaca, and Valles 
Centrales de Oaxaca. The specimen was not collected, but a 
photographic voucher of the specimen was deposited in the 
Colección Nacional de Anfibios y Reptiles (CNAR), Instituto de 
Biología, UNAM. The specimen identification was verified by 
Víctor H. Jiménez-Arcos. Reporting new records of a particular 
species increases the knowledge about them, the range of 
distribution is understood, and helps to understand the 
processes of colonization of the remaining habitats (Zunino 
& Zulini 2003). The records for Salvadora intermedia increase 
to 22 for Oaxaca, Mexico (GBIF, 2023). This information is a 
fundamental part of addressing the ecology of a poorly studied 
endemic species, which can be used to develop new conservation 
measures and to fill a gap in its distribution. 
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