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NOTA DE DISTRIBUCIÓN
Copete-Mosquera et al. — Rhinella tenrec in the Chocó Departament — e898 — 58-62		          https://doi.org/ 10.22201/fc.25942158e.2024.3.898

On the afternoon of 19th June 2022, a single subadult specimen 
(not collected) of a shark-like snout Rhinella was sighted in 
Guaduas, Carmen de Atrato, Chocó department, Colombia 
(5°44'03.220” N, 76°11'55.762” W) (Figure 1), at an elevation of 
950 m a.s.l. The external morphological traits exhibited by 
the reported specimen (Fig 2A,B) are consistent with Rhinella 
tenrec: (1) long, protruding, anteriorly directed snout, (2) 
poorly developed cranial ornamentation, (3) reduced or absent 
supraorbital, postorbital, and supratympanic ridges, (4) absent 
tympanic ridge, (5) few tubercles on back, not conical, (6) row 
of dorsolateral tubercles from supratympanic ridge through 
parathyroid gland to groin, (7) fingers and toes webbed (Lynch 
& Renjifo, 1990). 

Rhinella tenrec can be unambiguously distinguished from 
other geographically close species in the group. From R. acrolopha 
(Trueb, 1971) it can be readily differentiated by a longer and more 
pointed snout (shorter in R. acrolopha) and by fingers and toes 
more webbed (less webbed in R. acrolopha). From R. truebae 
(Lynch & Renjifo, 1990), it differs by the absence of tympanic 
and pre-tympanic crests and cranial ornamentation (crests 
and strong cranial ornamentation present in R. truebae). From 
R. macrorhina (Trueb, 1971), it differs by the absence of marked 
cranial ornamentation (well-marked cranial ornamentation 
in R. macrorhina). From R. paraguas Grant & Bolívar, 2014, it 
differs by lacking pre-tympanic crests and by having few non-
conical dorsal tubercles (pretympanic crests and conical dorsal 
tubercles present in R. paraguas). Rhinella tenrec differs from 
R. nicefori (Cochran & Goin, 1970) by having a long protruding 
snout directed anteriorly (moderately short snout directed 
anteroventrally in R. nicefori) and by the presence of non-conical 
dorsal tubercles (large depressed scattered dorsal tubercles in 

The remarkable species richness and high degree of endemism 
are some of the factors that have placed the Chocó ecoregion 
among the 25 most biodiverse areas in the world (Rangel-Ch, 
2004; Arroyo et al., 2013; Sarria et al., 2015; Calderón, 2018). 
However, compared to other ecoregions, its biological knowledge 
is yet incipient (Echavarría et al., 2015; González et al., 2016; 
Noguera, 2016; Valois & Martínez, 2016; Echavarría et al., 2018; 
Meneses-Pelayo et al., 2018; Palacios-Rodriguez et al., 2018; 
Palacios-Mosquera et al., 2020; Copete-Mosquera et al., 2023).

The genus Rhinella Fitzinger, 1826 currently comprises 
97 species distributed in several species groups, which are 
widespread from North to South America (Frost, 2024). At 
present, the species group of Rhinella festae (Peracca, 1904) 
includes a total of 21 species distributed in Panama, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia (Lehr et al., 2021; Acosta, 2023; Frost, 
2024; Caicedo-Martínez et al., 2024). Out of these 21 species, 
fourteen are characterized by a distinctive morphological 
feature: a long snout ending in a prominent and relatively 
pointed snout, commonly referred to as a "shark-like snout". 

Currently, the geographic range of some of these species are 
poorly known, and some of which are only known from a handful 
of  localities. This is the case for R. tenrec (Lynch & Renjifo, 1990), 
a diurnal and semi-arboreal species known from two localities, 
the terra typica “near Campamento Ingeominas (ca. 6°42′ N, 
76°27′ W), near the headwaters of Río Amparradó, Municipio 
Dabeiba, Departamento Antioquia, Colombia” (Lynch & Renjifo, 
1990), and Parque Nacional las Orquídeas, Vereda Venados Arriba 
(Pereyra et al., 2021), both located in the Antioquia Department, 
Colombia, at an elevation range between 805 and 1,100 m a.s.l. 
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The presence of R. tenrec was known from two localities, 
30 km apart from each other, in the Antioquia Department, 
Colombia (Pereyra et al., 2021; Frost, 2023). Our record extends 
92 km southwards the known range of R. tenrec and represents 
the first record for the Chocó Department. The forest where the 
specimen was found is surrounded by pastures and crops. This 
environment exhibits a series of anthropic pressures, including: 
(1) pastures and crops; (2) small forest fragments; and (3) 
livestock activity (IDEAM, 2010) (Figure 3). This record suggests 
that the species may have a broader distribution than previously 
thought. The altitude where the newly recorded specimen was 

R. nicefori). From R. lindae (Rivero & Castaño, 1990) it differs by 
lacking a tympanic ring (tympanic ring present in R. lindae), by 
having a low occipital crest (absent in R. lindae), and by a long, 
protruding snout directed slightly downwards (snout directed 
anteriorly and slightly upwards in R. lindae).

The individual of R. tenrec was found in a forest patch, resting 
on the upper surface of a bush leaf, at around 25 cm above the 
forest floor. The area where it was located is characterized 
by fragmented forest surrounded by pasture fields (Figure 
2C; CalPhoto IDs: 0000 0000 1223 0659; video: 10.6084/
m9.figshare.24861426). 

Figura 1. Mapa de Colombia indicando 
las localidades conocidas de Rhinella tenrec. 
Los iconos circulares rojos representan 
localidades previamente conocidas y el 
icono circular amarillo representa el nuevo 
registro.

Figure 1. Map of Colombia indicating 
the known localities of Rhinella tenrec. 
Red circular icons represent previous 
species records and the yellow circular icon 
represents the new record.
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found (905 m a.s.l) falls within the documented altitudinal 
gradient of the species. 

Rhinella tenrec is classified as endangered due to ongoing 
habitat alterations within its limited extent of occurrence 
(IUCN, 2017). Considering the singular nature of this discovery 
in a restricted forest enclave threatened by grazing pastures, 
we strongly suggest implementing immediate conservation 
measures to safeguard this isolated population. This note 
underscores the incipient state of our knowledge concerning 
this species group of Rhinella, emphasizing the necessity for 
extensive fieldwork efforts focused on the detection of these rare 
amphibians.
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