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Ninia diademata is a species belonging to the family Dipsadidae,
which has previously been differentiated from Colubridae
through phylogenetic analyses (Grazziotin et al., 2012). It is
reported as a small-sized snake with total length (TL) up to 42
cm. Its dorsal coloration is opaque black with a cream, yellow,

-92.00 -91.00 -90.00

or orange collar that originates from the posterior margin of
the parietal scales and is usually interrupted mid-dorsally and is
continuous with the light coloration of the chin and labial scales.
The scale rows 1 to 3 have a yellow spot in the middle, while the
venter is pale gray with irregular spots. The eyes are moderately
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Figura 2. Nuevo registro (triangulo) y registro previo (circulo) de Ninia diademata en la porcion mexicana de la Peninsula de Yucatan.

Figure 2. New record (triangle) and previous record (circle) of Ninia diademata in the Mexican portion of the Yucatan Peninsula.
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Figura 2. Fotografia in situ de Ninia diademata. / Figure 2. In situ photograph of Ninia diademata.

small with rounded pupils, and the scales of the dorsum are
strongly keeled (Lee, 1996; Heimes, 2016).

This species inhabit evergreen seasonal forest, tropical
lowlands, mountain rain forest, cloud forest and marginally
pine-oak forest. It is nocturnal, active during the night in search
of its food, which typically consists of slugs and snails. During
the day, it seeks refuge under the leaf litter on the forest floor
or in rotten logs (Heimes, 2016; Angel-Herndndez et al., 2022).

Its species occurs in the Mexican states of Chiapas, Hidalgo,
Oaxaca, Puebla, Queretaro, San Luis Potosi, Tabasco, and
Veracruz, to Guatemala, Belize, and Honduras, in Central
America (Lee, 1996; Heimes, 2016; Angel-Hernandez et al., 2022).
Lee (1996) documented the presence of this species in Petén
Department, Guatemala, and in the Mexican portion of the
Yucatan peninsula, N. diademata has been recorded only in one
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locality in southern Campeche, within the Calakmul Biosphere
Reserve (Colston et al., 2015; Barao-Nobrega et al., 2022).

On November 7th, 2023, at 19:49 h, while conducting a herping
tour looking for frogs, we encounter an adult N. diademata (TL
ca. 30 cm) actively moving on the ground near to a small lake
in tropical semi-evergreen forest, at 6.8 km southern Nuevo
Becar, municipality of Othén P. Blanco, Quintana Roo, Mexico
(18.662326, -89.131400, WGS 84, 139 m a.s.l.) (Fig. 1). The snake
was photographed in situ (Fig. 2) and subsequently captured for
species identification and validation purposes (Fig. 3A, B). After
documentation, it was released back into the same area where
it was initially found. The species of this snake was confirmed
by Dr. J. Rogelio Cedefio-Vazquez, and one of the photographs
(Fig. 3A) was deposited in the digital collection of the Centro de
Investigaciones Bioldgicas of the Universidad Auténoma del
Estado de Hidalgo, with voucher number CH-CIB-152..
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Figura 3. Fotografia dorsal (A)y ventral (B) de Ninia diademata. / Figure 3. Dorsal (A) and ventral (B) photograph of Ninia diademata.
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This record is 80.6 km northeast the closest record in
the locality of Dos Naciones, Calakmul Biosphere Reserve,
municipality of Calakmul, Campeche, Mexico (Colston et al.,
2015; Bardo-Nobrega et al., 2022). This observation represents
the second known locality in the Mexican portion of the Yucatin
Peninsula, and the first record of N. diademata in the state of
Quintana Roo, Mexico, increasing to 54 the richness of snake
species for this state (Gonzilez-Sinchez et al., 2017; Diaz-
Gamboa et al., 2020).
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